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ATERMATIVE PARTITION LSS FOR CYPRUS

s paper presents <ix alternabtive partition Tines Tor
Cyorens.*  These Tines have beon selacted oocause they nost nearly
rect Lhe State Departmont critoria which specified that (a) the
Turkish Cypriots shouid cont.ol approximately 25 to 30 percent
of typrus** and (b) the Atcila Line should be accepted as  the
pertition Tine Trom flicosin te Fanaqusta. The toxt should be
read in conjunction with the sumrary tabie and map ab the end
o tha report.

Selected Partition Lines

Six alternative Tines (1-6) are presenled in order of increas-
ing advantage for the Turkish Cypriots. Line 1 allocates only 25
percent of the distand's territory to the Turkish zone and is the
most o likely to be acceptable to Greek Cyoriots. It denies Turkish
overland access to the Horphou Cay area. Line 6 encompasses 30
percent of the island within a lurkish zone and falls reasonably
close to Turkish claims based on the Attila Lirce. It also assures
Turkish control over stratagic copper resources in the Lefka regian.

Lines 2, 3, 4, and 5 are intermediate partition Tines in which
the size of the Turkisn zone would increase roughly from 26 to 29
percent of the island's territory. A1l of these Tlines offor Turkish
accass to the eastern shore of Morphou Say.

Linas 2 and 3 facilitate Turkish control over sizable tinber
oparaticns in forests north of lMorphnou, wihile lines 4 and 5 give
the Turks increasingly Tlarger areas of the highly prized croplands
and citrus orchards in the lMorphou Region.

*  BGI RP 75-12, Deccmber 1974, "Possinloe Partition Lines for Cyprus."
#*% Tho Brikish sovereign base areas of Dh=kelia and Akrotiri are not
includad as part of the study area.

NOiE —-- This paper was produced by the Office of Geographic and
Cartographic Research. For comments or additional information,

25X1A contact_ Coda 143, Extension 2706.
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AL six Tines folTow the Attita Line casl of Hicosia. The
AtLila Line, proposed as a partition Tine by Turkey in carly Augus
FO7400 aomerally coincides with Lho 1964 proposal of the Tuvlish
Coviaunal Chaiber, In Hicosia, iLwill prabably bo detined as the
Fine dividing Turkish and Greek portions of the city. East of
nicosia, thy Attila Line probably runs along Lhe road leading
northeastward From flicosia Lo Palekythro and Exome Lokhi.  lear
Lrovetokhi it joins the old Nicosia-Famaqusta highway and procesds
cas ard to Famagusta via Angastina, Prastiy, and Gaidhouras,

Linz 1

Line 1 follows the Attila Line westward from Nicosia along
the Hicosia-Akaki highway for approximately eight miles, bypassing
tne tlicosia International Airport. AL the scettlement of Kokkini
Trimithia the Tine swings generally northward along secondary roads
to Ayios Vasilios, where it joins the flicosia-Myrthou-Lanithos
highway. It then follows the hignway northwestward, across the
wostern parts, of the Mesaorian Plain and the Kyrenia Mountains
reaching the Mediterranean Sea near the village oF Kremama Kamilou.

Adoption of Line 1 would reduce Turkish-controlled territory
to approximately 25 percent of the island of Cyprus (374 square
miles) -- considerably less than the minimum of 30 percent demanded
carlier by Turkish negotiators. It would also require Turkish
aried forces to relinquish control of more than one-third (530
square mites) of the 1404 square miles. of territory they currently
occupy in Cynrus.

Under this partition, the average population density in the
Turkish-held area would drop from a pre-invasicn level of 185 to
133 per square mile, assuming that the entire Turkish Cypriot
population of some 116,000 were to resettle there and few or no
Greeks were laft. Some 35 percent of the zone's available land is
now undar cultivation, mostly in wheat and barley, and more than
half of the cultivated land (627) is irrigated. Line 1 provides
Turkish Cypriots with more than one-fourth (27%) of the fertile
Masaorian Plain.

Other key economic arees within Turkisn control would include
the popular Kyrenia and Famaguzta Bay tourist resorts, sites of
most of the jsland's formerly flourishing Greek-owned hotel trade;
some of Cyprus's most productive citrus groves, west of Famagusta
and near Karavas and Lapithos in Kyrenia; and light industries in ’
and nzar Micosia and Famagusta that process local products for both
home consumption and export -- wineries, carob-processing plants,
metal works, and timber mills. The Turkish Zone would also contain

-2 -
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os ool the peremial springs in Che yrenia mombain range - three
of vhica, located new Kythree end Lathos, are according Lo the
Groeles the best on the isTand.

Partition along Line 1T would deny Turkish overland access to
Forphou Day and to the disTand's dwportent mining regions, particularly
Lo the Skouriobissa and Mavrovouni conpur mines south of Lefka,
vwhicn account for approximately Luo-thirds of Cypriot minzral pro-
duction and wmineral axport carnings. Excludad from the zone are
anproximately 80 parcent of the island's total fortite lowland arcas
(Mesaorian Plain and narrow coastal strips), the island's most
productive tiwber regions, the highly prized croplands and citrus
groves of the Serrakhis vallay south of Morpnou, and the health
resorts and vinevards of the Troodos Mountains and foothills.

Line 2
Line 2 would, conpared with Line 1, increase the Turkish-occupied

zone by some 38 square miles in the extreme northwestern corner of

Kvrenia Province., Line 2 follows the course of partition Line 1

from Micosia to the town of Myrtou, three miles south of the

f'oditerranean coastline. Here it turns westward and runs along

the Myrtou-Ayia Irini road to florphou Bay.

Partition aleng Line 2 would contribute to the Turkish-Cypriot
cronomy by dinciuding in the Turkish zona sizable tinber operations
in the Kormakiti-Avia Ivini forest, coverincg scire 13 square miles
north of Morphou. Compared with Line 1, Turkey would gain 17 wiles
of coastline, 7 miles of which are on Morphou Bay. The bay is
accessible via two roads from Myrtou--a hard surface road serving
the Ayia Irini timbering region and a loose surface all-weather
road via Liveras to Cape Kormakiti.

Line 2 gives the Turkish Cypriots a slightly better agricultural
posture than deas Lina 1. The enlargad zonz provides sore 16 square
miles of additional cropland, 3 squara miles of wnich are irrigated.
The northeastern portion of th2 area, including mest of the coast
lands, is either unproductive or at best unimproved grazing land.

Line 3

Line .3 further increases Turkish-controlled territory (over Line
2) by a 35-square-mile area to the south of the Myrtou-Ayia Irini
. road. From the village of Skylloura, Line 3 meanders generally
westward along secondary roads to the village of Dhyo Potami near
the former Kyrenia provincial boundary. It then winds along the
Aloupo river, which now forms the Kyrenia provincial boundary, to
Morphou Bay.

-3 -
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Partiltion along Line T would give Turkish Cypriots im additional
12 sauae wiles of intansely enttivated farmland, half of which are
irrinated.  More than one-thivd of the naw tovritory, however, s
foros b-covarad ana containg sope of the wore productive southorn
Liviher oparations of the Ayia Irini Forest. It is serviced by
Hyrtou-forpnou highway, from wivich a sccondery hranch road nrovidoas
an additional outlet to Morphiou lay.,

Linze 4
Partition along Line 4 would allocate to Turkish control an

additional 37 square miles, 27 of which is highly prized cropland

in tne Serrakhis and Ovgos Valleys, ore of the richast and most

intensively irrigat~d agricultural regions in Cyprus, and also

the town of Horphou, which had a pre-invasion population of nearly

7,000 Greeks. Well nrovided with water from the Troodos hills,

tha Morphou area produces a muititudz of crops, including extensive

orang2 and grapefruit groves. The area is also known for its

strauberries, formerly an important exnort product to Europe.

Northeast of Morphou, across the Ovqgos River, Line 4 would also

ada some 10 square miles of valuable grazing land.

Partition Line 4 coincides with the route of Line 1 up to the
intersection with the Hicosia-Philia-Morphou highway, approximately
Fwile nortn of the village of Magmari. It then Tollows the one-lane
highway to Morphou. From here, the line runs along the hard surface
dorphou-tlyrtou road up to the Aloupo River. It then turns westward
and follows Line 3 to Morphou Bay.

Line 5 incorporates a trade-off of territory north and south
of Line &4 as a result of which Turkish Cypriots would gain a net
35 square miles of intensively cultivated farmland. Compared with
Line 4, the Turks would lose some 13 square miles of predominantly
grazing and unproductive land west of Nicosia between the settlements
of Ayios Dhometios, Kokkini Trimithia, and Mammari. In turn, they
would gain control over some 49 square miles of prime Mesaorian
(Serrakhis Valley) cropland in the vicinity of Morphou.

The western section of Line 5 begins at a point 2 miles west
of Nicosia where the main (southern) and the alternate (northern)
highway to Morphou biforcate. The partition Tine first follows
the alternate, one-lane highway for some 7 miles to the intersection
with a secondary road from Ayios Vasilios and along it southward
to Kokkini Trimithia. From this point, the Tine follows the main
-two-lane highway to HMorphou through Akaki, Astromeritis, and-Kato
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Zodhia, Bobwenn Moephou aodd Borphou Bay, Ling & Follows e

Sorrathiis Valley along o paved poad Lo Lhe village of Syrianokhori,

Line 5 would give Tuckish Cypriots control of more than three-
Fouriis of the productive Horphou-Serrakhis Yalley agricullural
yocicr. Tt would also Loost the cconomy of the zone by including
the profitable timber onerttions north of Morphon.  The Turkisn-
controllad zone delimitod by Line 5 wouid be 35 square miles Targer
than that of Line 4, totaling some 1,020 squara wiles or 20 percent
of the bLotal disputed tzeritory of Cyprus. In suite ol previously
announced willingness to consider giving up the Horphou area, it
is now apparent that Turkish Cypriots want to keep the area. Line
5 i5 therefore likely to b2 received with some favor by Turkish
Cypriot neqotiators.

Line 6

This line illustrated a partition in whicn the size of the
Turzish zone would be only 127 square miles smallizv than the area
obtained under a division of the island by the Attila Line. The
Turkish zone would cover 1,043 square miles, anproximately 30 percent
of the island, and the pooulation density would be only 111 persons
par osquore mile.

Tho wes ternmost section of Line & begins at the Morphou Day
port of Karavostasi and follows secondary roads and trails southward
Liirough the village of Arpelikou to the Mavrovouni copper min2, It
than turns eastward along 2 secondary road to the Skouriotissa
coppar wining corplex. From here, Line 6 swings northeastward
alone secondary roads and trails through Angolemi to Kato Kopia
on the alternate MNicosia-"orphou highway, from where it follows
tna highway to Micosia.

Along the western segrent of partition Line 6, Turkish Cypriots
vould regain iie entire L27ka mining region. The Lefka ragion
incluces not only the coppar mines of the US-owned Cyprus Mines
Corporation at Skouriotissa and Mavrovouni and its flotation and
leaching plant at Xeros, but also a conveyor belt Toading installa-
tion for iron pyrite ore owned by the Hellenic IMining Company at
Karavostasi on Morphou Bav. The latter has a ship loading capacity
of 1,000 tons of ore per nour. The Lefka mining region accounts
for approximately two-thirds of Cypriot mineral production and
export earnings.

Linz 6 also gives Turkish Cypriots the remainder of the
lorphou agricultural region, as well as densely cultivated cropland
in the Morphou Bay coastal area sandwiched between the touns of
Karavostasi and lLefka and the village of Petra on the Atsas River.

-5 -
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Thia mrea contains ob Toas o soven additiono b villages and has a
quurdh n o tworle of surfaced roads and bvo indusbriad rail Tines Tor . :
Carvying ure.

Line 6 would mest Tikely be unaccepltable to Graek Cypriots,
wira would probably bargain Tor a larger slice of the Horphou reqion
and for at least one of tha two major copper mines in the Lefka
region.  Turkey, on the other hand, may consider the net Toss from
the Attila Line digastible and may be willing to settle the Cyprus
issue along Line 6.
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Lina/ Total Aren
Zone 2
(miles™)
1 74
(25%)*
2 912
(26%)
3 947
(27%)
4 984
(28%)
5 1020
(29%)
6 1043
(30%
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CRODUCTLVE LAND AVATOADLLTYY FOR

ALTERNATIVE TURKISH-CYPRLIOT ZOYES

Cropland

(milesz)

362
(245

335
(25%)

401
(26%)

Timberland

(miles?)

88
(17%)

101
(20%)

115
(22%)

115
(22%)

116
(23%)

116
(23%)

(miles

191
(36%)

194
(36%)
200
(37%)
211
(39%)

232
(43%)

237
(2.4%)

Irrigated land

2)

Population
Density

L, 2
{persons/mile

133

127

118
114

111

* Based on the total area of Cyprus excluding the lol-squarc-mile British
Soverclgn Base Territo;iés of Dhekelia and Akrotiri -- 3,471 square miles,
including 1,532 square miles of cropland (538 squarc miles irrigated) and
513 squarc miles of timberland,
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e Pos s ble partition line
== Atitla line
~— = Line of farthest Turkish advance
-—-—— Regional boundary
UK. sovereign base boundary

Dense to sparse forest; orchardt, especially
olive and carob

Sparse forest and brush: grazing and

Mediterrancantype agricullure with grain,
tobacco, olives, almonds and fruit

Cultivated fietd and gardan crops. whoat, barley,
vegetables, patatoes, clirus frult In some
coastal areas

% amed s
Vineyards
A Asbestos
Ch  Chromite
Cu  Coppor
Fes  Pyrites
R Petroleum refinery
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Possible Partition Lines for Cyprus .
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